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Michigan Tech student Tayler Sly, right, worked in a co-op at Extreme Engineering Solutions, designing and

testing computers for aerospace applications. Sly and a fellow co-op student show off computers they de-

signed.

Even after the rise and fall of the automotive industry, as well as the emergence of other rising industries since
the early 2000s, Michigan is still an automotive state with many of its rising industries still tied to the automo-
tive and manufacturing sectors.

Auto production has nearly doubled since the Great Recession. In 2009, Michigan factories produced 1.14 mil-
lion cars and light trucks, according to WardsAuto InfoBank. That total grew to 2.25 million in 2014. U.S. pro-
duction in that same time period went from 10.4 million in 2009 to 16.4 million in 2014, Wards reports.

Looking at another indicator, Michigan’s labor force grew in 2012-13 for the first time since 2006, according to
Business Leaders for Michigan and the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Now standing at 4.7 million, the labor force had peaked at 5.1 million in 2006, but the increase has outpaced
the average for peer states and the “Top Ten” states, BLM reported.

Colby Cesaro, research director at the Workforce Intelligence Network for Southeastern Michigan, said math
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and technology skills are in demand for all occupations across all growing economic sectors.

“Our economy is demanding more intellectual skill since we don’t have as many individuals putting together
parts; machines put together those parts now,” Cesaro said. “We are moving from something simple and basic
to something much more high-tech, but we are still a manufacturing economy.”

Cars have evolved from four wheels, metal and an engine to technology-enhanced vehicles that are rolling
hotspots connecting drivers to road and auto conditions, the “cloud” and their computers or smartphones.

Aside from manufacturing, engineering and information technology, other growing economic sectors in
Michigan include health sciences, transportation, construction and hospitality.

And as consumers spend money on different things, the industries represented by those technologies will
emerge.
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Nicole Hayden graduated from Wayne State University and is now a staff reporter

for The Times Herald, a Gannett company, in Port Huron. She is also a
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[…] Sly shows off a circuit board and some of his co-op work at Extreme Engineering
Solutions in an on-line article published by Corp […]
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[…] published an article on the future of the high-tech jobs market in Michigan, quoting Jim
Baker, executive director of Innovation and Industry Engagement, and Steve […]
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